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Chiarito Vineyard: a reverence for
the old ways
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Wine Males by Heidi Cusick Dickerson

| wean't 25y Tal Jobn Chianbe shoukd have been
Brn in anolher lime of place, aven Waugh he codd
have Dean When | mel Chianile [proncuncsd kee-a-
res ko) at his winery in Tal , I'was immedialely
struck by his love ol e best of the ald ikdian ways.

Wy Tamily came ba this couniry Tram southsm Raly,
Whan | was a Kid, we would spand esry Surday with
my grandparanta, aunks, undes and couding, Eing
real food and drinkirg homemade wine,” says
EI‘IH.M:I on his Wab site imroduction. E-u when |
bought my land and decided o build my own hame
and craate my own winery, | rally T8t T was a
trikiga 1o my grandparents ard e way of ile.

Fatto @ manc [everything by hand) s Chiarflo's
motto. His orange arﬂ_ﬁ:unlahﬂl tealures a
watommark of a handl orginal was drasm by his
brchar, ared the lithcgraph hangs cwer his fiepleoa,
“Eweryihing hare i pschsad by hard,® ho saplaing,
the vinayard, the wine, T olives, the house ard the
braad.

On his wendowsil = a pholo ol Lary Pacinl. a

grape growar and iean in Mardacing wine lone, who
Bvad up the read, ®l lova iL" he says, speaking with
hig hiands & much ag e voiea, axplaining how ha
lsamied o bake bread by walching Facini, when he
fnally agreed 1o fuler hime Chianto remembers
being a1 a job sike where he was buikdng a house in
Rechanced Valey ore day when Paciei called him and

said hi was about 1o make some bread. IF he wamed
10 soa how fo do i, he had 0 coma now. Chianto:
etappad avanghing and Boamesd Dack 1o Talmage lor
whl b compaderad The mast imperiant ksson he
wiws ADOUL 10 Beam. 1 ook mone than threa mantha

of weekly baking and bringing his sample lcaves o
Pacimi, who tasted and criliqued his products. Then
onix day, Chiarlo's ofive groen oyes light up as he
eaye, “Lary iokd e pou gol 0"

Paciri pacied pway i e mid 19908, bt his brasd
ives on. Chearfia halps cut at his friend An Bosen's
restaurard Scopa in Healdsbung and shaned e
braad recips, which s listed on the menu as “Lamy
Pacind's Housemade Ciabatip.” Whan Chigile slicesd a
kaal atil wanm fram e avan wilth il Tick cnast and
airy endmbs, | have B 2ay it wad ane ol tha baeal
breads e aver fastied. Wih the bread, Craario
soned alfves b ouned from e fnees he planted
akang the east side of hs property.

Him eyl @ borckar of waalnu irsas fom T old
orchend thal was on this fee-ace proparly he
purchased in 1988 Chiariio worked 34 yoars in
cansinschon and shil does a itle building as he
groas his wine business. In 1985, he staned
digging the tourdation far the charming craltaman
hizas Thal ootipee what ould Be & Sonlampanary
Nalign sefing somawhers culscs Naples, whare i
50 happens his grandpanenis on his mother's sioo
were bom. His father's lamily was from an intand
prowince, Basilicata, Chiarita’s 55-year-old dad,
Amaricn, hag cofad enary Dol and worked eaary
harvest gircs (e baginning,

Chiarfa curerdy makes a botal of about 600 cases
of zinfandel, pette srah and a couple of italan
varietals: Megroamar and Mero dévala. The grapes
carme b Ma actaage in Talmsge and arafher T
aines P manages ofl Lowvees Lang in Likiah

Oressed in a sage shit and blue jeans, the lean
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